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The LORD is known by his justice. 

-Psalm 9:16 
 

“He defended the cause of the poor and needy and so all went well. 
Is not that what it means to know me?” declares the LORD. 

- Jeremiah 22:16 
 

Evil men do not understand justice,  
but those who seek the LORD understand it completely.  

- Proverbs 28:5 
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From the Old Testament... 

• Genesis: Chapter 3, The Fall.  Chapter 4, Cain asks, "Am I my brother's keeper?"  Implied 
answer..."YES".  From the beginning, we've been set up to help/serve/love one another - not to live 
only for ourselves.  In God's design, our brother's well being is directly tied to our own. 

• In Exodus and Deuteronomy God clearly sets himself up as a God of Justice, with special emphases on 
protection of the vulnerable and oppressed.  He frees the Israelite slaves. Then he establishes a society 
with laws and practices that are carefully designed to meet the needs of the poor, weak, and outcast. 

• As we read through the rest of the Old Testament we continue to see his concern for the poor.  He 
uses dreams, edicts, prophets, and leaders to warn against greed and oppression.  He brings wrath on 
those who ignore poverty issues.  He identifies himself as the liberator and the redeemer of poor 
people.  He repeatedly highlights the fatherless, the widow, and the stranger. 

• Wisdom in regard to poverty and justice is all over Proverbs and Psalms. Almost every prophet 
explicitly condemns sins against the poor.   Many times prophecies concerning the poor are directly 
tied to prophecies about the Messiah.    

 

Into the New Testament...  

• 1 in every 16 verses of the New Testament) deals with the subject of poverty or Mammon.  1 in 10 of 
the synoptic gospels. 

• From beginning to end, Christ’s ministry if deeply interwoven with the message of justice.                        
(See section below, focusing on Jesus). 

• In Acts we see the first church putting Christ’s teaching into practice.  They became known for their 
generosity.  They eliminated poverty within the church itself.  They bridged racial, economic, and 
cultural boundaries.    

• The epistles include specific instructions on how Christ followers should live.  They are peppered with 
guidelines on giving to the poor, avoiding favoritism toward the rich, serving those in need, and 
maintaining justice.    

• Revelation brings the completion of this running Biblical theme.  It looks forward to the time when 
justice reigns.  In the kingdom described, all injustice is destroyed, all suffering is relieved, and every 
tear is wiped away.  

 
 

From start to finish, the Bible contains THOUSANDS of verses concerning poverty,  
oppression, discrimination, sharing resources, meeting physical needs, and  other Justice issues. 



  
Historical: 
Genesis 18:20-21* 
    *(see Ezek 16:49-50) 
Exodus 23:10-11 
Leviticus 23:22 
Numbers 26:52-54 
Deuteronomy 15:7-8,10-11 
Joshua 
Judges 
Ruth 2:2-3 
1 Samuel 2:8 
2 Samuel 12:1-6 
1 Kings 21:1-19 
2 Kings 
1 Chronicles 29:14 
2 Chronicles 
Ezra 
Nehemiah 5:1-12 
Esther 9:22 
  
Wisdom: 
Job 29:11-17 
Psalms 82:3-4 
Proverbs 21:13 
Ecclesiastes 4:1 
Song of Songs 
  
Prophets: 
Isaiah 1:17 
Jeremiah 5:27-29 
Lamentations 3:33-36 
Ezekiel 22:7,29 
Daniel 4:27 
Hosea 12:6; 13:6 
Joel 
Amos 5 
Obadiah 
Jonah 
Micah 6:8 
Nahum 
Habakkuk 2:9,12-13 
Zephaniah 3:19 
Haggai 
Zechariah 7:9 
Malachi 3:5 

When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap 
to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings 
of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and the 
alien. I am the LORD your God. 

If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward 
your poor brother. Rather be openhanded and freely lend him whatever he 
needs. Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then be-
cause of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in every-
thing you put your hand to. There will always be poor people in the land. 
Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and toward 
the poor and needy in your land. 

The LORD raises the poor from the dust 
and lifts the needy from the ash heap. 

Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; 
maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed. 
Rescue the weak and needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked. 

If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, 
he too will cry out and not be answered. 

Learn to do right! Seek  justice, 
encourage the oppressed.   
Defend the cause of the father-
less, plead the case of the widow. 

"...They have become rich and Powerful and have grown fat and sleek.  
Their evil deeds have no limit; they do not plead the case of the fatherless 
to win it, they do not defend the rights of the poor. Should I not punish 
them for this?"declares the LORD. 
"Should I not avenge myself on such a nation as this?" 

You trample on the poor... 
you deprive the poor of justice in the 
courts... 
Hate evil, love good, maintain justice... 
  
Therefore, this is what the Lord, 
the LORD God Almighty, says: 
"...I hate, I despise your religious 
feasts; 
I cannot stand your assemblies... 
But let justice roll on like a might 
river, 
righteousness like a never failing 
stream!" 

The Lord God told us what 
is right and what he demands: 
"See that justice is done, let 
mercy be your first concern, 
and humbly obey your God." 

This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'Administer true justice; 
show mercy and compassion to one another. 
Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the 
poor.' 
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Messianic Prophecy  
Prophecy about Jesus is commonly interwoven with issues of justice.  A 

quick look at a passage like Isaiah 40-66 (a Messianic prophecy important enough to 
be quoted from in Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, 1&2 Corinthians, Galatians, and 1st 
Peter) reveals God’s overwhelming desire for a just kingdom - an end to 

exploitation of workers, care for the disabled, restoration of desolate   
                               cities, free food for people without enough money  

                               money    to  buy it, concern for those who are     
                                                         frail, sick, or sad, an end to violence 

                                       and freedom for oppressed people - 
 all governed by the just king. 

                                                             

John the Baptist prepares the way, Luke 3 
As is written in the book of the words of  
Isaiah the prophet: "A voice of one calling in the desert,  
'Prepare the way for the Lord … 
 And all mankind will see God's salvation.'" … 
"What should we do then?" the crowd asked. John answered, 
"The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, 
and the one who has food should do the same."  
 

Jesus Begins his public ministry, Luke 4:18-19 
The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me  

to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to 

proclaim the year of the Lord's favor. 
 

Reaffirms That He is the One, Matthew 11:4-5 
Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind 
receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, 

the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.” 
     And More… 
 

Look at who he 
interacted with, how 

people of differing 
status tended to 

respond to him, what 
social boundaries he 
crossed, the fact that 

he spent so much 
time meeting physical 

needs (healing, 
feeding, touching), his 
own economic status 
(consider what God 
ordained concerning  

his upbringing, his 
experience as a 

refugee, no home as 
an adult, his common 
purse with disciples), 
and how he describes 

his kingdom. 

His Major Teachings: 
 
The Gospel – also translated Good News is almost always connected to 
“the poor” and/or “the kingdom” (which Jesus says belongs to the poor – Lk 6:20) 
 
The Parables – deal with poverty, possessions, outcasts, and people of low 
status.  Think about the wedding banquet where homeless people are honored, 
the prosperous farmer who stores up extra (we might call him prudent, Jesus calls 
him a fool), or other instances where a beggar, or a servant,  
or a poor widow are made the hero of the story. 
 
Greatest Commandment, Luke 10 - When a man appeared to  
have an understanding about the Greatest Commandment, Jesus pushes all  
his comfort zones by applying it across religious, economic, racial boundaries and 
focusing on a story of personal risk to meet physical needs.   
 
Sermons, Matthew 5-6, Luke 6 – Jesus blessed the poor,  
hungry, weeping, and the excluded while warning the rich, comfortable, well-fed, 
and popular.  He assumed we would give to the needy.  He warned extensively 
against storing up material wealth or even worrying about the basic necessities. 
 
Judgment, Mt 25:31-46; Luke 16:19-31 – Our personal wealth 
and the way we treat those in need are bound up with our eternal judgment. 
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Justice in familiar places... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. How did God describe Job?  (Job1:8)______________________________ 
 
a) What do you think of when you imagine a "blameless and upright" life? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
b) What are some of the things Job would include in his definition of righteous living? (Job 29:11-17) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2.  How did Jesus announce his ministry (to John the Baptist's disciples in Mt 11 and to the synagogue 
in Luke 4)? _________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
a) What do you think this says about him and about the kingdom he proclaimed? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3. What happened to Sodom and Gomorrah?_______________________________________ 
 
a) Why? (Genesis 18:20-21)_____________________________________________________ 
 
b) Which part of their sin does Ezekiel emphasize?(Ezek 16:49-50) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
c) What do you think it looks like to be "overfed and unconcerned" in relation to "the poor and 
needy"? ____________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Justice in familiar places... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4.  When asked what the greatest commandment is, how did Jesus respond? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
a) In Luke 10, an expert in the law gives a similar answer.  When the expert asks Jesus to elaborate 
on the meaning, what is his response?______________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
b) Jesus ends this passage with the command, “Go and do likewise.”  What are you doing in your 
life that resembles this Samaritan’s actions?  What, if anything, hinders you from doing likewise? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
5.  Read Matthew 28:18-20 (The Great Commission) and record your thoughts on it. 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
a) Now read the account of Peter, James, John, and Paul getting together to discuss this    
commission. (Galatians 2:7-10).  Does this add to your view of the great commission?  If so, how? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Justice / Righteousness in the Psalms 
This listing only looks at Psalms, but it’s representative of the whole OT and the way in which these 
concepts are deeply intertwined with each other .  (In the New Testament, righteousness and justice are 
combined into one Greek word - dikaiosune.)  Some common themes that exist in passages where these 
two words appear:  the poor and oppressed, love, knowing God, God’s eternal character.  What 
observations do you have when reading through these verses?   
 

 

 
The LORD reigns forever; 

He has established his throne for judgment. 
He will judge the world in righteousness;  
He will govern the peoples with justice. 

The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed,  
a stronghold in times of trouble. 9:7-9 

 
For the LORD is righteous, He loves justice; upright men will see His face.  11:7 

 
The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of His unfailing love. 33:5 

 
Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your justice like the great deep.  36:6 

 
He will make your righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun.   37:6 

 
Your throne, O God, will last forever and ever;  

a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 
You love righteousness and hate wickedness;  

therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions  
by anointing you with the oil of joy. 45:6-7 

 
He will judge your people in righteousness,  

your afflicted ones with justice. 
The mountains will bring prosperity to the people,  

the hills the fruit of righteousness. 72:2-3 
 

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; love and faithfulness go before you.  89:14 
 

Clouds and thick darkness surround Him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne.  97:2 
 

The King is mighty, He loves justice— 
you have established equity; in Jacob you have done what is just and right. 99:4 

 
I will sing of your love and justice; to you, O LORD, I will sing praise.  101:1 

 
The LORD works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed. 103:6 

 
Blessed are they who maintain justice, who constantly do what is right. 106:3 

 
I know that the LORD secures justice for the poor  

and upholds the cause of the needy. 
Surely the righteous will praise your name  

and the upright will live before you.  140:12-13 
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Half of the Gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    
          Individual Righteousness                      Corporate Justice 
 
 

Focus on Jesus as God                                Focus on Jesus as Man 
Faith                                                            Works 
The Gospel is the narrow way                      The Gospel is for whole life 
Believing Correctly                                      Doing Rightly 
Focus on personal choices                          Focus on societal systems 
Leans toward right wing                               Leans toward left wing 
Guilt and responsibility of each person               Guilt and responsibility of people group 
Get called Fundamentalists                                   Get called Liberals / Social Gospel preachers 
 

Etc… 
 

___________________________ ___________________________ 
 

                   ___________________________     ___________________________ 
 

 
(Today’s Western Christianity may tend to fall more on the “Individual Righteousness” side of this 

equation, but it’s clear that neither side stands alone and that each is in real danger without the other). 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

He will judge           
the world in                   He will  
righteousness               govern the  
                                                peoples with     
                                                          justice. 
 

   
 
 
 
              Psalm 9:8        

          Good News 
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God’s reaction to leaving out half the gospel: 

 

 
 
 
 

Holistic Gospel 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Amos 5 – God says he despises our religious practices when we neglect justice. 
 
Isaiah 58 – True fasting and Sabbath keeping must involve both personal righteousness AND broader justice. 
 
Proverbs 21:13 –  If we ignore cries for justice from the poor, our own prayers may be ignored. 
 
Mark 3:1-6 – Jesus is angered and grieved by the people’s hard hearts.  They are so stuck on “proper 
theology” that they can’t see what is obviously good and right. 
 
James 2:14-18 – Intellectual faith that doesn’t meet physical needs is pronounced dead. 
 
1 John 3:16-18 – Christian love that doesn’t result in self-sacrifice of material possessions is considered 
questionable at best. 
 
Matthew 23:23/ Luke 11:42 – Woe to you Pharisees!…Jesus acknowledges that they tithe, but says that they 
still fail to display true justice, mercy, and love.   Their theology strains out gnats but allows them to swallow 
camels. 
 
James 1:27 – True religion is to keep oneself from being polluted by the world AND to look out for the 
vulnerable and disenfranchised. 
 

 
Matthew 10:7-8 gives us a good summation of kingdom work: 

 

 
      * Preaching the message                                                                        
                                                                                 Gospel of the Kingdom 
      * Meeting physical needs 
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Jesus’ Example 

 
 

1) Jesus spends a lot of time and attention on a group of people who can be lumped together as “the least of 
these.”  He speaks of them, identifies with them, or directly ministers to them in at least 16 of the 28 
chapters in Matthew and 16 of the 24 chapters in Luke.  Who are some of the people that make up “the 
least of these”? 
 
Luke 21:2_____________________________ 
 
Luke 18:35____________________________ 
 
Luke 8:27_____________________________ 
 
Matthew 18:5__________________________ 
 
Matthew 9:35-36________________________ 
 
Matthew 25:37-40____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2) How/Why do you think Jesus ended up among the poor, the sick, the “harassed and helpless” so often? 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3)  Who do you think would be on that list if Jesus were living in America today? 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4) Do you find yourself in regular contact with those people groups?  Why or why not? 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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What Now? 

 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 
“Faith is taking the first step even 

when you don't see the whole 
staircase.”  

 
 

– Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
 

 
One or two clear steps I will take toward seeking justice: 
 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
At least one person who might join me: 
 
____________________________________ 

Some helpful areas to think through: 
- what you want to learn more about  
- how you spend your time  
- your finances / spending 
- who you interact with  
- your major, future career, and goals 
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BONUS MATERIALS… 
 
Recommended Reading: 

 
Lifestyle / Possessions: 
How Much is Enough – Art Simon 
Freedom of Simplicity – Richard Foster 
Unfettered Hope – Marva Dawn 
Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger – Ron Sider 
 
Racial/Cultural Issues: 
Divided By Faith – Emerson & Smith 
A Beginner’s Guide to Crossing Cultures – Patty Lane 
More Than Equals – Spencer Perkins & Chris Rice 
The Heart of Racial Justice – McNeil & Richardson 
Being White: finding our place in a multiethnic world   

– Harris and Schaupp 
 
Poverty / Community Development: 
Beyond Charity - John Perkins 
Restoring At-Risk Communities – edited by John Perkins  
A Framework for Understanding Poverty – Ruby Payne 
And You Call Yourself a Christian - Robert Lupton 
Prism Magazine 
 
Inspirational Stories: 
Most books by Tony Campolo 
Irresistible Revolution – Shane Claiborne 
 
Political: 
God’s Politics – Jim Wallis  
 
General Scripture Reference / Study: 
For they shall be fed – edited by Ron Sider 
 
Recommended Websites: 
 
Christian Community Development Association  
Lookup justice centered ministries in your area and get 
involved (ccda.org)  
 
Bread for the World 
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Seeking justice, ending hunger - through focused 
activism (bread.org) 
 
Sojourners 
Faith, Politics, Culture (sojo.net) 
 
World Vision  
Serving children in poverty around the globe. 
(worldvision.org) 
 
The ONE Campaign 
Join the movement make eliminate extreme poverty 
(one.org) 
 
 
 
Hiding in Plain Sight  
Some familiar passages where we may have missed the Justice issues: 
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Job 
Job is described as “blameless and upright”.   
What does that look like in some practical terms?  In chapter 29 Job says he rescued the poor, cared for the 
fatherless and dying, made the widow joyful, aided the physically disabled, was a father to the needy, defended the 
stranger, wore justice as a robe, and smashed the fangs of injustice! 
 
The Sin of Sodom 
This was their sin…excess of food, prosperous ease, but they were not concerned for and did not help the poor.  
Ezekiel 16:49 (ESV/NIV)  There are many people fighting hard against gay marriage while simultaneously 
“committing sodomy”. 
 
Moses –The Promised Land 
As he sends the people into the Promised Land he reminds them about: 
* God’s special concern for the alien, fatherless, and widow, and that out of their tithe they  
    should provide any necessary food, clothing, living space, and protection from injustice                         
    - their first-fruits or top priority. (Deut 10:17-19; 14:28-29; 24:17) 
* The dangers of excessive wealth.  (Deut 8:10-18; 17:16-20) 
* Kind and dignified lending to those who are impoverished (Deut 24:6, 10-13) 
* Protecting workers from exploitation (Deut 24:14-15) 
* A debt-forgiveness system designed to protect against generational poverty and limit wealth (Deut 15:1-11) 
* Openhanded lending / giving and a kind attitude toward those who are  (Deut 15:1-11) 
 
The Law  
Large portions dedicated to maintaining justice for the oppressed, limiting excessive wealth, providing for those 
in need.   
* Sliding-scale price for offerings (Lev 5,12,14) 
* Highly involved Jubilee system  - radically different from our concepts of legal justice, ownership, and wealth.    
                                                                                                                                                               (Lev 25) 
 
Daniel / Nebuchadnezzar   
When Nebuchadnezzar faces God’s wrath Daniel gives him a prescription for finding favor: practice 
righteousness and show mercy to the oppressed. (Daniel 4:27) 
 
Peter, John, James, Paul, Barnabas, Titus 
Galatians 2, the first leaders of the church meet to discuss the Great Commission. They agree to go to take the 
gospel to both the Jews and Gentiles, and part ways with only one recorded directive…remember the poor! 
 
The First Church 
The church began with a cross-cultural mission (Acts 1:8) and a multicultural makeup (2:5). In Chapter 4 we see 
the believers share everything, even selling personal property in order to ensure that there would be no needy 
people among them.  Historians note that the Jerusalem believers were known for taking care of the needs of 
both Christians and non-christians. 
 
The Gospel moves to the Gentiles (Cornelius) 
Acts 10. What is mentioned 3 times about Cornelius, described as God-fearing and devoted?.... his generous gifts 
to those in need!  Also in v22 (He is a Just/Righteous and God-fearing man).   

Through the Lens of Biblical Justice: 
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The Injustice Around Us What the Bible Says 
  
At present, American Christians give away around 2% of their 
income. If we gave a full 10% it would free up as much as $150 
billion / year.  Experts estimate that for around $70 billion we 
could cut extreme global poverty in half and also meet the basic 
hunger, medical, and educational needs worldwide. (see 
millenniumpromise.org) 
 

 
Deut 26:12 – When you have finished setting aside a 
tenth of all your produce…in the year of the tithe, you 
shall give it to the Levite, the alien, the fatherless, and 
the widow, so that they may eat…and be satisfied. 

 
Ezekiel 16:49 – Now this was the sin of your sister 
Sodom:  she and her sisters were arrogant, overfed, and 
unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy. 
 

 
Predatory lending -  a common practice of giving deceptively 
high interest rates to low-income borrowers.  (see Dollars and Sense 
article: www.dollarsandsense.org/archives/2000/0100bradley.html) 
 

 
Prov 28:8 – He who increases his wealth by exorbitant 
interest amasses it for another who will be kind to the 
poor. 

 
Even in the US, the average worker is making $7.39/hr (less 
than the average pay in 1965!) while the average CEO makes  - 
$1,566.68/hr.  Women and minorities still receive significantly 
lower wages on average for the doing the same jobs as white 
men. 
 
In many parts of the world, factory workers and farmers who 
produce the goods that we buy are paid despicably low wages, 
held in indentured servitude, and otherwise mistreated.   

 
Is 58:3 – You do as you please and exploit all your 
workers… 
 
 
 
Deut 24:14-15 – Do not take advantage of a hired man 
who is poor and needy…pay him his wages… because 
he is counting on it.  Otherwise he might cry to the 
LORD against you, and you will be guilty of sin. 

 
Many of the millions of incarcerated Americans are locked up 
because they are too poor to pay fines or to afford quality 
lawyers.  Defendants in criminal trials are more likely to be 
convicted and more likely to receive a harsher sentence if: they 
are poor, they are a minority, or the case involved a white 
victim. 
 

 
 
Proverbs 22:22-23 – Do not exploit the poor because 
they are poor and do not crush the needy in court, for 
the LORD will take up their case. 

 
We are part of the richest 20% of the world’s population who 
control 80% of its assets and consume 86% of its resources and 
goods.  
  
On the other side of the fence, 1.3 billion people survive on 
less than one dollar a day; 3 billion on less than $2. 
 

 
Ephesians 5:3 - But among you there must not be even 
a hint…of greed, because (it is) improper for God’s 
holy people. 
 
Luke 12:15 - Watch out.  Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed. 
 

 
In America, 13.9 million children live in households where 
people need to regularly skimp on food or skip meals to make 
ends meet.  (That’s 1 in every 10 households).  Globally, 800 
Million people are going hungry and 30,000 children die each 
day from hunger or hunger-related causes. (see bread.org) 

John 3:11 – The man who has two tunics should share 
with him who has none, and the one who has food 
should do the same. 
 
Matthew 25:42 – For I was hungry and you gave me 
nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing 
to drink. 
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“The words of Jesus are not obscure, but they scare us, defy our 
impulses, and are difficult to manage, so we tend to ignore them 

or interpret them the way we wish they had been said.” 
       - Art Simon, How Much is Enough 

 
Scripture Possible Applications 

Luke 12:32-34 
Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your 
possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves 
with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure 
in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief 
approaches and no moth destroys. For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
 
(Also Mt 19:21; Mk 10:21; Lk 18:22; Jas 2:15-17; Lk 3:10-11; Mt 25:35-36) 
 

 

Proverbs 31:8-9 
Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, 
for the rights of all who are destitute.  Speak up and 
judge fairly, defend the rights of the poor and needy. 
 

 

Romans 12:13,16  
Share with God's people who are in need. Practice 
hospitality.  

Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, 
but be willing to associate with people of low position.  
Do not be conceited.  

 

 

Matthew 25:37-40                                                 
Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did 
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you something to drink? When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and 
clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison 
and go to visit you?' The King will reply, 'I tell you 
the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did for me.'  

 

 

Deuteronomy 10:17-19 
For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of 
lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who 
shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. He defends 
the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves 
the alien…  And you are to love those who are aliens, 
for you yourselves were aliens in Egypt. 
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Quotes on Display: 
 

Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable 
network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, 
affects all indirectly... 
 
I must make (an) honest confessions to you, my Christian ...brothers. I must confess that 
over the past few years I have been gravely disappointed with the white moderate. I have 
almost reached the regrettable conclusion that the Negro's great stumbling block in his 
stride toward freedom is not the White Citizen's Counciler or the Ku Klux Klanner, but 
the white moderate, who is more devoted to "order" than to justice; who prefers a 
"negative peace" which is the absence of tension to a "positive peace" which is the 
presence of justice... 
 
We will have to repent in this generation not merely for the hateful words and actions of 
the bad people but for the appalling silence of the good people... 
 
- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Letter From Birmingham Jail 
 
 
 
“Charity is no substitute for justice withheld.” 
                               - Augustine of Hippo 
 
 
“If you read the Scriptures with total integrity you have to come to one conclusion: God 
has favorites.  And God’s favorites are the poor. Over and over and over again he says, ‘If 
you bless the poor, I will bless you. If you don’t care about the poor, a curse on you.’” 
              -Rick Warren (Author of Purpose Driven Life) 
 
 
I choose kindness... 
I will be kind to the poor, for they are alone.  
Kind to the rich, for they are afraid.  
And kind to the unkind,  
for such is how God has treated me. 
                                  -Max Lucado 
 
 
"If we are members of a privileged group that profits from structural evil, and if we have 
at least some understanding of the evil yet fail to do what God wants us to do to change 
things, we stand guilty before God." 
           –Ron Sider, Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger 
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"We know that man's basic need is spiritual.   
But natural man does not perceive his need as being spiritual...Natural man perceives his 
need as being natural things.  So we love him around those natural things.  And then we 
share with him his real need of spiritual things.  That was Jesus' method." 
          -John Perkins, Author, Speaker, Founder of CCDA 
 
 
"I have three things I'd like to say today. First, while you were sleeping last night, 30,000 
kids died of starvation or diseases related to malnutrition.  
Second, most of you don't give a shit. 
 
What's worse is that you're more upset with the fact that I said shit than the fact that 
30,000 kids died last night." 
                                   - Tony Campolo 
 
 
You will have no reward in heaven for what you lay up: you will for what you lay out. 
Every pound you put into the earthly bank is sunk: it brings no interest above. But every 
pound you give to the poor is put into the bank of heaven. And it will bring glorious 
interest; yea, and such as will be accumulating to all eternity. 
 
If I should die with more than ten pounds, may everyone call me a liar and a thief for I 
have betrayed the Gospel. 
                                      - John Wesley 
 
 
"The Kingdom of God is Justice.  I can no longer proclaim the cross and the resurrection 
without proclaiming the complete message of the kingdom which is justice for all." 
                                       -Billy Graham 
 
 
"There are not two separate compartments for religion and economics.  The two are 
woven together into one cloth in the Jubilee model.  Experiencing God's grace results in 
economic change.  Refusing to participate in economic turnover is considered sin and 
flagrant disobedience.  Pulling the two apart prostitutes Biblical truth." 
                -Donald Kraybill, The Upside-Down Kingdom 
 
 
 
“The great heresy in America in the 20th century, was the privatizing of faith… 
 … the idea that faith is private, and we're all in this only for ourselves. I think what really 
matters in life is how we care for God's children, both in this country and around the 
world.   
God is personal, but never private” 
        - Jim Wallis on Fresh Air & in Detroit Free Press 
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“I asked participants who claimed to be “strong followers of Jesus” whether Jesus spent 
time with the poor.  Nearly 80% said yes.  Later…I asked this same group…whether they 
spent time with the poor, and less than 2% said they did.  
I learned a powerful lesson: We can admire and worship Jesus without doing what he did. 
We can applaud what he preached and stood for without caring about the same things.  
We can adore his cross without taking up ours. 
 
I had come to see that the great tragedy in the church is not that rich Christians do not 
care about the poor but that rich Christians do not know the poor.” 
         - Shane Claiborne, The Irresistible Revolution 
 
 
 
If our goods are not available to the community, they are stolen goods.  
                                       - Martin Luther  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 




