“Appalachia is one of the poorest regions in the United States and is a label for a 200,000 square mile area running along the spine of Appalachian Mountains from southern New York to northern Mississippi. It includes all of West Virginia and parts of 12 other states: Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Maryland, Mississippi, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia.  Among these, Appalachian Ohio, where Good Works is based, has a population of 1.4 million and is one of the poorest regions in the United States. In 2005, nearly one-fifth of the families in Appalachian Ohio lived in poverty, earning $15,000 or less per year for a family of three. Despite the local presence of Ohio University in Athens, Ohio, the college-going rate for Appalachian Ohio is 30 percent, compared to 62 percent for the US.” 

 

“Ironically, the largest federal housing program in the United States is the entitlement to deduct mortgage interest from one’s income tax. For every dollar the U.S. spends on low income housing programs, the Federal treasury loses $4 to lost revenues from tax breaks. Over 75% of this tax benefit is reaped by the top 20% of wealth Americans in the U.S. In essence, Federal housing policy disproportionately benefits wealthy Americans”  -From Organizing for Social Change, A Dialectic Journey of Theory and Praxis by Michael J. Papa, Arvind Singhal (of Ohio University) and Wendy H. Papa.  Published in 2006. Page 208 & 230
Homelessness is increasing in America because of a growing shortage of affordable rental housing and increasing poverty.  Homelessness and poverty are inextricably linked. Poverty rates have risen because of eroding employment opportunities, lower wages, and declining public assistance programs.  A whopping 37 percent of the homeless in America had their welfare benefits cut or reduced (Institute of Children and Poverty, 2001).  In 2004, people are working more to make the same money. In most U.S. States, a minimum wage worker will have to work 80 to 90 hours a week to afford a two bedroom apartment at 30 percent of their total income (as per the federal definition of affordable housing 

[National Council for Homeless, 2002, Fact Sheet 1]).

 

ON HUNGER

“The greatest threat to this nation (the U.S.) and the stability of the entire world is hunger. It’s more explosive than all the atomic weaponry possessed by the big powers.  Desperate people do desperate things, and remember that nuclear fission is now in the ands of even the developing  nations”  – Mark Hatfield, former Republican Senator. 
From Ron Sider in RICH CHRISTIANS IN AN AGE OF HUNGER, page 21-23

“For 5 straight years, the number of Americans unable to afford sufficient food has gone up, and now food prices are climbing faster and faster because of increased energy costs”

- From Hunger Network in Ohio, 2005 (614.424.6203), Bob Erickson, Director
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ON POVERTY AND HUNGER

In 2004, some 38 million Americans live in poverty, up from 25 million in 1980. Of these 13 million are children. Some 31 million Americans are "food insecure", not knowing where their next meal will come from (Borger, 2003). Of these, 10 million Americans experience real hunger, defined as the uneasy or painful sensation caused by lack of food. – From Organizing for Social Change, A Dialectic Journey of Theory and Praxis by Michael J. Papa, Arvind Singhal (of Ohio University) and Wendy H. Papa.  Published in 2006.
ON HOMELESSNESS
A person is homeless if he/she lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. The homeless live in emergency or transitional shelters, cars, public parks, abandoned buildings, bus and train stations, and the like (National Council for Homeless, 2002, Fact Sheet 2). The National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty (2004) reported that during 2003 over 3 million men, women, and children were homeless in the U.S. The number of homeless people in the U.S. greatly exceeds the available shelter space. In rural America, there exist fewer shelters and higher levels of homelessness.

 

ON OHIO'S MINIMUM WAGE
 “Ohio is in the embarrassing position of being only one of two states that has a minimum wage below the federal minimum wage of $5.15 per hour. Ohio’s minimum wage for more than 92,000 workers of only $4.25 per hour. These individuals working full-time earn only $8840.00 a year which, even for a single person with no family is $1000.00 below the poverty level”. – From Hunger Network in Ohio, 2005 (614.424.6203), Bob Erickson, Director
 

FROM RICK WARREN, author of The Purpose Driven Life, on re-examining the Scriptures with new eyes: 
“I found those 2,000 verses on the poor.  How did I miss that?  I went to Bible College, two seminaries, and I got a doctorate.  How did I miss God's compassion for the poor?  I was not seeing all the purposes of God.  The church is the body of Christ.  The hands and feet have been amputated and we're just a big mouth, known more for what we're against."

"The church is the body of Christ. The hands and feet have been amputated and we're just a big mouth, known more for what we're against." Warren found himself praying, "God, would you use me to reattach the hands and the feet to the body of Christ, so that the whole church cares about the whole gospel in a whole new way through the local church?"

-As quoted in "Purpose Driven in Rwanda," by Timothy C. Morgan, in the October 2005 issue of CHRISTIANITY TODAY 
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