
 
 

 
 

Celebrating 36 Years! 
  
 
PO Box 4, Athens, OH  45701                        Keith Wasserman, Founder/Executive Director  
Phone:  740-594-3339                           
Email:  goodworks@good-works.net                       “I made the WIDOW’S heart sing, I took up the case of  
Web:  www.good-works.net            the STRANGER, I was a father to the FATHERLESS.”             
                                                                 (Job 29:12-13) 

 
 
	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Dear	  Friends,	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  April,	  2017	  
	  
Hello from Good Works!  Things are warming up around us with the recent arrival of spring.  
During this season, Friday Night Life—now in year #24—makes its annual transition, as we 
move from the hospitality of The Plains United Methodist Church, to the picnic style setting of 
the beautiful main property of Good Works on Luhrig Road.   
 
The purpose of Friday Night Life is that former residents of the Timothy House, along with 
people still living there or others who have connected with Good Works through one of our 
initiatives, would have a setting in which they can form and maintain friendships together with 
staff, volunteers, and others from our area.  Our VISION is to create and sustain a safe 
environment where each person’s dignity—their value and need for respect—is recognized and 
affirmed.  We greet people with the warmth of love, value appropriate physical touch (like 
sharing hugs with permission), and seek to be intentional about listening and learning.  
 
This is a large event that, by the grace of God and much planning, comes together every week!  
It carries a sense of energy and activity and first time visitors often describe it as a family 
reunion.  There are many people who have participated faithfully for many years.  At the same 
time, FNL is a community in which rules and rituals are repeated from week to week so that 
newcomers can learn how to participate.  Every Friday, participants are given the opportunity to 
express gratitude out loud for everyone to hear.  Often, children are the most eager to 
participate, giving thanks for brothers and sisters, parents, or even the friend sitting next to 
them.  Some also give thanks to the Lord, including one of our neighbors, who every week says 
that she is thankful for Jesus. 
 
This is an intergenerational community, which pays special attention to the participants whose 
circumstances make them vulnerable.  There are many older adults who receive a certain dignity 
and respect as the matriarchs and patriarchs of the community.  There are others who arrive 
each week with a full car of friends who would not have another way to stay involved.  There is 
a sense of mutual commitment to show love to one another by listening, rejoicing, and 
sometimes crying together. 
 
There can be 120 to 150 people present on any given Friday, and in this community lines get 
blurry . . . who is the host and who is receiving hospitality?  Is this group of people a family or a 
congregation?  Do they need us or do we need them? 
 
When a sponsoring group signs up, their motivation is often that they would be part of 
feeding people who are hungry.  They prepare their team, purchase food, and put together 
delicious meals that are often more filling and nutritious than many regular participants can 
afford from day to day.  Something interesting is happening in these sponsoring groups; they 
are discovering that the community of people who come together at Friday Night Life is 
actually hosting them.  Unlike the setting of a soup kitchen, in which volunteers might dish  
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out food from the opposite side of a counter, at Friday Night Life, everyone sits down together.  
The warm reception comes from the ingrained value of making strangers feel at home, and it is 
often a surprise for the sponsoring group to find themselves on the receiving end.  This 
exchange of respect and dignity is as important as the food that’s shared.   

 
The food matters, but like any family dinner, the meal is often about finding a reason to spend time 
together.  It’s these exchanges that are most nourishing.  Something so unconventional and so good 
occurs when people with financial security immerse themselves in a community with folks who 
are struggling to make ends meet. We continue to discover the Kingdom of God “on earth as it is 
in heaven” at work in this setting as people from different walks of life come together 
 
IN THE NEWS 

• Our	  spring	  Work	  Retreat	  season	  began	  in	  March	  with	  a	  weeklong	  visit	  with	  students	  from	  
Vanderbilt	  University.	  	  This	  is	  the	  7th	  year	  we	  have	  hosted	  these	  university	  students.	  	  We	  are	  
so	  grateful	  to	  receive	  other	  repeating	  groups	  this	  spring	  (Grove	  City	  Purple	  Door	  Church,	  
Central	  Avenue	  UMC,	  Jerome	  and	  Powell	  UMC,	  Grove	  City	  Vineyard,	  Wright	  State	  University	  as	  
well	  as	  new,	  first	  time	  groups	  like	  Broad	  Street	  UMC).	  

• Heart-‐felt	  thanks	  to	  everyone	  who	  came	  to	  and/or	  contributed	  to	  the	  15th	  Good	  Works	  WALK	  
in	  February.	  	  The	  total	  amount	  raised	  this	  year	  was	  about	  $36,000.	  	  The	  Timothy	  House	  
budget	  is	  about	  $180,000	  a	  year	  to	  operate,	  and	  we	  rely	  upon	  the	  generosity	  of	  friends	  to	  
sustain	  what	  we	  are	  doing.	  	  THANK	  YOU!	  

• A	  recent	  edition	  of	  “Good	  Works	  by	  the	  Numbers”	  has	  been	  published	  and	  is	  on	  our	  website	  
under	  WHAT’S	  HAPPENING	  NOW.	  	  You	  can	  also	  find	  additional	  helpful	  information	  and	  
updates	  there	  as	  well	  as	  on	  our	  Facebook	  page.	  	  

• Preparations	  are	  underway	  to	  launch	  our	  20th	  year	  of	  Summer	  Service.	  	  We	  are	  expecting	  6-‐8	  
full-‐time	  interns	  who	  will	  oversee	  7	  different	  weeklong	  groups	  who	  stay	  in	  the	  Hannah	  House	  
and	  serve	  with	  us	  all	  week.	  	  Summer	  Service	  includes	  our	  every-‐day	  Kids’	  Discovery	  Club,	  
Summer	  Lunch,	  Teen	  Agricultural	  Internship,	  and	  a	  discipleship	  focused	  teen	  Kingdom	  
Internship	  as	  well.	  

• The	  Transformation	  Station	  provided	  car	  #157	  in	  March.	  	  SO	  thankful	  for	  the	  relationships	  we	  
are	  building	  with	  the	  people	  who	  participate	  in	  the	  TS—friends	  who	  reflect	  our	  vision	  for	  
reciprocity.	  	  

 
I want to end with gratitude again. Gratitude for you, for my co-workers and for the many adults 
and children who continue to encourage us in our efforts to do good, to do justly, to love mercy 
and to choose humility as we walk with God.  The work we do for others looks stable but often 
feels fragile.  We feel so very dependent but continue to believe that is a good thing.  
 
Love	  is	  a	  verb,	  
	  

	  
	  

	  	   	   	   	  
Friday	  Night	  Life	  provides	  take-‐home	  food	  each	  week	  to	  the	  35-‐40	  families	  who	  sign	  up.	  On	  this	  night,	  we	  were	  
able	  to	  provide	  fresh	  lettuce	  from	  our	  garden.	  	   	  


