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I watch our local PBS station WOUB. I am a supporter. I regularly 

watch the evening newscast the students do. I have always liked the broadcast even 
though it seems obvious they are learning a lot every night. I heard and saw this story on 
their Tuesday evening October 15 NewsWatch. 

 

 

What grabbed my attention was the phrase ATHENS WILL GET ITS FIRST EMERGENCY 
SHELTER.  I smiled. I felt sadness.  This is our 45th year of providing shelter to men, women 
and children who experience homelessness in rural Ohio. We have provided over 16,000 
consecutive days of shelter to adults and children experiencing homelessness in southeast 
Ohio. That is sixteen thousand consecutive days we have been open. When we started, we 
were serving 14 counties. For our first 33 years we provided emergency shelter. At that time, 
we were the only shelter in 9 southeast Ohio Counties, and we received people from all of 
these counties who experienced homelessness.  For the last 10 years we have had to slow 
down the process. We stopped providing emergency shelter in 2014 primarily because we 
could not navigate or manage the increased drug use among those who applied to The 
Timothy House.  We have continued to provide temporary shelter (and a supportive 
community) to adults and children from rural Ohio who are in the situation of 
homelessness every day. Instead of inviting people to come on the same day like we did for 
33 years, people come the next day through a pre-admit and then come for shelter.  



 

We have provided shelter to people experiencing homelessness  in a residential 
neighborhood on the west side of Athens since 1984 when Good Works moved from the 
basement of The Wasserman’s home on Elliott Street to the current location (named The 
Timothy House) in the late 1990s. 

Good Works started as a personal project. I came to Ohio University in the fall of 1976, lived 
on campus for 3 years and then moved oX campus eventually buying a home on Elliott 
Street where my roommates and I began welcoming strangers into our home in January of 
1981. We had already been welcoming strangers for dinner as part of the vision we had for 
our household.  Welcoming strangers to stay overnight was another step.  

During my third year as an Ohio University student, I enrolled in an additional 2-year degree 
program for an associate degree in Mental Health Technology.  

 

 

In September of 1981, Darlene and I got married and we volunteered to welcome strangers 
into our home every night.  During those years, we both worked other part-time jobs and 
volunteered to operate Good Works every day. As we began to grow, and we formed an 
advisory board and later registered as a non-profit, tax-exempt organization.  From 1981 to 
1984, Good Works existed in the basement of our home on Elliott Street in Athens. As you 
can see from the statistics above, we welcomed a LOT of strangers, taking calls and 
welcoming people during the day, creating a “phone interview” structure that we use to this 
day. Back then, we opened the house at 7:00 pm, provided some food to our guests and 
asked everyone to leave by 9:00 am each day. From the very beginning, we developed 
“House Rules” mostly through learned experiences. Later I would come to realize that 



providing structure was the first step in helping people experience stability. During those 
years, we welcomed people at all hours of the night.  

During 1984 we searched for another location and eventually found a home on Central 
Avenue. It really is one of the first miracle stories of Good Works!  In December 1984, Good 
Works  relocated from our basement to the current property on Central Avenue later named 
The Timothy House.   For our first 33 years, we welcomed anyone first through a phone 
interview and then through an intake THAT DAY.  But as the opiate epidemic grew, we 
realized that to sustain our work, we needed to put some space between when someone 
called and when someone came for shelter. What we now have is sustainable and that is 
very important, very Important to the safety and stability of those who are staying in the 
bedrooms.  I say this because we make an implied promise to each of our residents which 
simply stated says “you will be safe here”.  One reason we stopped providing emergency 
shelter was because we could no longer make that promise. We saw too many situations 
where someone not in recovery sabotaged the progress another resident was making. 

 

Below are a few of the many di1erent articles published 
about Good Works during our early years.  
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In October of 2015, Good Works hosted a public meeting at the Central United Methodist 
Church and our staX explained and  announced that we intended to stop providing 
emergency shelter but would continue to assist adults and children experiencing 
homelessness.  This link is to an article we wrote earlier this year which contains several 
news articles about this decision.  

https://good-works.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Beyond-the-Numbers-Update-2024-1.pdf 

 


