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| watch our local PBS station WOUB. | am a supporter. iregularly

watch the evening newscast the students do. | have always liked the broadcast even
though it seems obvious they are learning a lot every night. | heard and saw this story on
their Tuesday evening October 15 NewsWatch.

‘ ATHENS WILL GET ITS FIRST EMERGENCY SHELTER

- HAPCAP received funds to buy and renovate
the Sunset Motel on Columbus Road

- To take input survey, you can visit

hapcap.org/housingservices/shelterproject/

- Renovations wrap up spring 2026
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What grabbed my attention was the phrase ATHENS WILL GET ITS FIRST EMERGENCY
SHELTER. | smiled. | felt sadness. This is our 45" year of providing shelter to men, women
and children who experience homelessness in rural Ohio. We have provided over 16,000
consecutive days of shelter to adults and children experiencing homelessness in southeast
Ohio. That is sixteen thousand consecutive days we have been open. When we started, we
were serving 14 counties. For our first 33 years we provided emergency shelter. At that time,
we were the only shelter in 9 southeast Ohio Counties, and we received people from all of
these counties who experienced homelessness. Forthe last 10 years we have had to slow
down the process. We stopped providing emergency shelter in 2014 primarily because we
could not navigate or manage the increased drug use among those who applied to The
Timothy House. We have continued to provide temporary shelter (and a supportive
community) to adults and children from rural Ohio who are in the situation of
homelessness every day. Instead of inviting people to come on the same day like we did for
33 years, people come the next day through a pre-admit and then come for shelter.



We have provided shelter to people experiencing homelessness in a residential
neighborhood on the west side of Athens since 1984 when Good Works moved from the
basement of The Wasserman’s home on Elliott Street to the current location (named The
Timothy House) in the late 1990s.

Good Works started as a personal project. | came to Ohio University in the fall of 1976, lived
on campus for 3 years and then moved off campus eventually buying a home on Elliott
Street where my roommates and | began welcoming strangers into our home in January of
1981. We had already been welcoming strangers for dinner as part of the vision we had for
our household. Welcoming strangers to stay overnight was another step.

During my third year as an Ohio University student, | enrolled in an additional 2-year degree
program for an associate degree in Mental Health Technology.
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In September of 1981, Darlene and | got married and we volunteered to welcome strangers
into our home every night. During those years, we both worked other part-time jobs and
volunteered to operate Good Works every day. As we began to grow, and we formed an
advisory board and later registered as a non-profit, tax-exempt organization. From 1981 to
1984, Good Works existed in the basement of our home on Elliott Street in Athens. As you
can see from the statistics above, we welcomed a LOT of strangers, taking calls and
welcoming people during the day, creating a “phone interview” structure that we use to this
day. Back then, we opened the house at 7:00 pm, provided some food to our guests and
asked everyone to leave by 9:00 am each day. From the very beginning, we developed
“House Rules” mostly through learned experiences. Later | would come to realize that



providing structure was the first step in helping people experience stability. During those
years, we welcomed people at all hours of the night.

During 1984 we searched for another location and eventually found a home on Central
Avenue. It really is one of the first miracle stories of Good Works! In December 1984, Good
Works relocated from our basement to the current property on Central Avenue later named
The Timothy House. For our first 33 years, we welcomed anyone first through a phone
interview and then through an intake THAT DAY. But as the opiate epidemic grew, we
realized that to sustain our work, we needed to put some space between when someone
called and when someone came for shelter. What we now have is sustainable and that is
very important, very Important to the safety and stability of those who are staying in the
bedrooms. | say this because we make an implied promise to each of our residents which
simply stated says “you will be safe here”. One reason we stopped providing emergency
shelter was because we could no longer make that promise. We saw too many situations
where someone not in recovery sabotaged the progress another resident was making.

Below are a few of the many different articles published
about Good Works during our early years.
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Adults Facing
Crises Can
Get Help at

Local Shelter

By MARJ STRIGHT
Messenger Staff Writer

People facing crisis situations and in need of emergency
shelter are finding help in Athens in a new center for men and
women

In January, Mr. and Mrs. Keith Wasserman of Athens
converted the basement of their home into a Good Works
Counseling and Outreach Center. People are referred to the
center by churches, Care Line or other agencies.

The length of stay is determined by interview. Most are
there just overnight, Wasserman said, but the stay can be
extended to a week or more if necessary.

He said the shelter, in operation less than a year, has served
60 to 80 people between the ages of 18 and 75 *'from all walks
of life and backgrounds.”

““This is the only shelter in the whole county, other than My
Sister’s Place (for battered women). The operation is sup-
ported totally by the Christian community,” Wasserman said.
“The very basis and nature of the work is Christ-centered,”
he said, adding that six churches have agreed to contribute.

““When I became a Christian in 1975, God began the process

life good works and this is the outward

through. It's a combination of Christian and mental health
support,” he said.

Wasserman graduated from Ohio University with-a degree
in mental health and has worked as an intern at the Athens

a program of three
of Life Ministries, C:
college outreach program.

The shelter provides two bedrooms, a bath and living room.
Linens and bathroom supplies are furnished. Counseling is
available upon request.

No cooking is permitted in the shelter. For tinancial
reasons, the Wassermans are not able to supply food except
on an emergency basis. Those who have no food or money to
buy it are referred to the welfare office for food stamps, the
Food Pantry at the Salvation Army or the church or agency
which referred them.

Clients are expected to perform tasks assigned them to help
earn their keep. They are also responsible for cleaning the
general living area and bathroom.

No drugs, alcohol or weapons or people under the influence
of alcohol or drugs are permitted in the shelter.

Support (ormeprmmixmhtmmelonnolhotmuh
taken to the shelter or hosting meals in homes, food for
emergency meals, c! supplies, Christian literature and
donations to cover the cost of utilities. Wasserman said the
continuation of the shelter depends on the support of the
community. Those interested may call him at 504-3333.




Good Works shelter scrves
clients from 1 month to 81

By THOMAS RICKARD
Messenger student reporter

Keith Wasserman serves Athens,
Vinton, Meigs and Hocking coun-
ties, the Lord, and sometimes
dinner. .

But not necessarily in that order.

With his wife, Darlene, Wasser-
man runs Good Works, a Christian
temporary shelter in Athens that
offers short-term assistance to peo-
ple with any of a number of
problems. Both Wasserman and his
wife say they are born-again

*‘We are an arm of the Christian
community in Athens,” Wasserman
said. “‘And by serving others in this
way, we also serve the Lord.”

The shelter serves as a temporary

about 2% years. Last year 89 people
stayed a total of 287 days. The
center also received calls from
about 80 people who, for one reason
or another, never showed up.

So far this year It has served 23
people who have stayed 104 days.
No records were kept the first year.

“‘Most of our people stay for one
or two days,” Wasserman said.
“But we have had people stay a
week or two. One woman stayed
with us 31 days. In a case like that,
we have got to really trust the
person. That’s my goal — to build
trust.”

“We have 4 large network of
so there is always

for Just-
released patients from the Athens
Mental Health Center, Athens
Senior Center clients and un-
employed workers just plain down
on their luck.

According to Wasserman, the
majority of clients seem to come
from the latter category.

““The predominant problem
today is unemployment and not
having a place to live,” he said.
“‘We help as best as we can and
work with churches and local agen-
cies to get these people.back on

feet.”

Everyone taken into Good Works
ment, Athens Police or by one of 14
urches.

area ch
“‘We will serve anyone referred to

someone here,”” he said. ‘‘There’s
also a network of households that

provide meals or bring meals over,
if needed.” £

|
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Poverty in Athens County

More than just a bed

Good Works
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to homeless
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Community

A Place Between Places

Good Works, Inc. Provides Shelter for the Homeless

n the porch of the olive green
O house hangs a simple wooden

sign carrying the unassuming
name, Good Works, Inc. The cny zon-
ing board objects !ha! the house is in a
single-family home area, and the resi-
dents are not family, well, not really.
Even zhough the residents eat, sleep and
sometimes worship together, they are
not really a family but the temporary
homeless of Good Works, Inc.

For more than 200 homeless people
last year, Good Works, Inc. meant shel-
ter. For Kcnh Wmerma.n the Christ-
ian was.
an oulward expresslon of internal
changes that happened when the Jewish
student became the Christian
and executive director of
Ohio’s only tered shel

In 1981, W’
tionally takimg
college ed C:
ment, inves
ata loss
stil

comes on a person-to-person level,”
volunteer Tully Ross said. Wasserman
wants to a family h

so while he may eventually have an
additional house or a larger one, he is
cautious about letting the program get

G
ign in the kitchen reads, “The
|| not the problem. The prob-
ny attitude toward the problem,”
n said, “a lot of therapy
the kitchen table. Pro-

i lot of social ser-
-dignity,” but he
ishin,
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Mike Hale, a case manager at Good Works, spends time with

Rural homeless a

By Jeff Chappell
Athens NEWS Writer

year,
tory is simple. Allison (not her real name) was living in a
plains, “and it had some complica-

- and she couldn't afford (o get it
. So she had to move n with her mother,

stay,” she says,
rks Emergency
Ison went there
source,” she explains,

‘Allison’s’ children exploring the toy box at the emergency shelter in Athens.

growing problem

haa 3
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The Ohio Coalition for the Homeless estim.
her two children are Just three of the [
expected (o experience homelessne |
estimated three million across the U . Ofthat figure, the |
coalition estimates 18 percent live in rural are. |

But Allison and her children are more than Just statistics; her .

|

ates that Allison and
estimated 140,000 Ohioans
r. along with an

ss this
nited Stat

family represents the growing problem of rural homeless families
A 1989 Pennsylvania study showed that more of the rural home-
less are families thanoccurs in urban areas. The N
for the Homeless stimates that families m
of the rural homeless.

While the Department of
disagrees, the coalitjor
people in the United St
HUD puts the figure at
years,

ational Coalition
ake up 50 o 60 percent

Housing and Urban Development
1 estimates that the number of homeless
ales is Increasing by 25 percent each year,
10 percent, citing studies over the past five

Continued on page 3
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Shelter director tries homelessness

by ANDREA GREINER
POST ey ot

calls oxt to the man ox the sired, Sir,
:‘,—u-nm cold and dark, and I've
‘worhere lo sleep.” Ok, think twice, cxa it's
aother day or yox and me in paradise.”
— Pail Colins

Network news and MTV have brought
images of the homeless to television, but
how easy is it for people sitting comfortably
in their living rooms to relate to those
‘without roofs over their heads?

Not very, even for one who has dedi-
cated himself to the plight of the homeless.

Keith Wasserman is founder and
director of the Good Works
Shelter Inc., which provides people in
Athens with a “safe, clean and stable place
10 stay temporarily while they work on the
issues in their lives that have made
homeless,” he said.

But Wasserman said running the shelter
for the past nine years has not enabled him
10 understand truly the people who come
and go at Good Works. Thus, he decided to
y o live the homeless experience himsel(

‘wanted 10 see how they saw their situation
and how they saw the help they got.”
he saw was not pretty.

“It was one of the most horrible experi-
ences of my life. | was unprepared emotion-
ally and psychologically for the trauma of

homeless.”

In fact, Wasserman said he originally
ateaded to spend five days living on the
streets, but after just three days of dealing
with uncleanliness and the cold-hearted
stares of onlookers, he realized he could not
mwhuu.ﬂeembmmephyﬁ-

“You begin t0 look bad, smell bad, feel
22d. And you become paranoid, because
'0u are, in a sense, overly sensitive to
thers' looks at you. You know you stink,
.';:nmm’."“ldwbleuke...

] begin to wander, What's
te thinking about me? Does he think | need
ﬁwﬂk, he thinks I'm crazy, maybe |

These looks began t0 sap my energy.”

Just what does a homeless person ol Keith Wasserman *

qhn?ww ﬂidd:;t"venl 5 BRIAN ANDERSON/POST PHOTO
!'. dirty’ center "y "
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Bt il cne oy o Wi i Lexingtn, Wasserman o jineq 500001 ':::‘):;uy m.::‘w'n:’«i:‘:: money.  Good Werte Pent of those who come to
fe8you L have to experience a piece of the

= . Wasserman a group of men seeki I
U amosphere wag tepae Py 3 Beld, stipping obaceo. T eeornicd P €antbuy a cup o cofe. o3 :
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rman, good works

want to get people into altemative housing. But about 8
third of our population are going through what | call the
“revolving door.” They're in a shelter, they're back on
the street, they're back in the shelter, they're back on
the street. You've seen these doors at Penny’s and
Sears. You g0 up to one and you're waiting your tum to
£O In, and there’s people going around. in a circle. But
this time, they're neither coming out, nor are they going
in. You try o get their attention but they won't look at
you. So you think maybe it's one of those electronic
doors, it's broken, and these people are caught up in
current facility on some kind of whirlwind needing help. Unthinkingly you
the west end of do the most loving thing. And that is the question we.
g have to ask for each resident. What is the most loving
thing? Hey, for some people the most loving thing is not
always the kindest thing. and in this case, you put your

people connected
to us, because we.
ASSAF URIELI feel that's the place they are going to be

The Summer Post they find us.

Since | have lived just three houses down from Good Works.
for the past 10 years, | was excited to interview Keith
Wasserman, the director of L For his part,
he was happy to know that the shelter had remained virtually
unnoticed by me, & neishborhood resident. Good Works is.

{own. 1t cutently hres 10 po staff members, but ehes
on 8 scheduled shift. e




In October of 2015, Good Works hosted a public meeting at the Central United Methodist
Church and our staff explained and announced that we intended to stop providing
emergency shelter but would continue to assist adults and children experiencing
homelessness. This linkis to an article we wrote earlier this year which contains several
news articles about this decision.

https://good-works.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Beyond-the-Numbers-Update-2024-1.pdf




